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loped later in my heart against the vexations endured the poor, and against their oppressors."1   Multiply the case of" that hospitable peasant a million times over, and the outbreak" of the Revolution becomes a foregone conclusion. The only surprising thing is that the cttbdcle did not come far earlier.
!But the old order rarely breaks up until the vernal impulses of hope begin potently to work. These forces were set in motion, firstly, by the speculations of philosophers, the criticisms of economists and the social millennium glowingly sketched by Trousseau. Ideas which might have been confined to the study, \vere spread to the street by the French soldiers who had fought side by0side with the soldiers of Washington, and became on tHeir return the most telling pleaders for reform. Thus, by a fatal ricochet, the bolt launched by the Bourbons at England's Colonial Empire, glanced off and wrecked their own fabric.
The results, however, came slowly. It is often assumed that tlie destructive teachings of the Encyclopaedists, the blighting rai llcry of Voltaire, and the alluring Utopia of Rousseau would t>y themselves have been the ruin of that outworn social order. 3:Jut itjis certain that no one in France or England, up to the eve of the Revolution, anticipated a general overturn. Ultim-ixtely, no doubt, ideas rule the world; but their advent to power is gradual, unless the champions of the old order allow decay to spread. Furthermore, constructors of ingenious theories about the French Revolution generally forget that nearly all the ideas given to the world by Voltaire, Montesquieu, and Rousseau, were derived from the works of Hobbes, Locke, and Boling-t>roke. The sage of Ferney drew his arrows from the quiver of JEtiLglish philosophy, and merely added the barbs of his own satire; Montesquieu pleaded on behalf of a balance of political powers like that of England; and all that was most effective in the " Social Contract" of the Genevese thinker came from Hobbes and Locke. The verve of Frenchmen gave to the.se ideas an application far wider than that which they had gained in their island home. Here the teachings of Locke formed a prim parterre around the palace of the King, the heir to the glorious Revolution of 1688. When transferred to that political forcing-bed, France, they shot up in baleful harvests.
It is the seed-bed which counts as well as the seed.   The
1  Rousseau, " Confessions," bk. Jv.ht home to the French as to no other people by the return of the French troops serving in the United States. (5) The mistakes of Louis XVI and Neckerin May—June 1789, and the precipitation of the reformers at Versailles caused a rupture which was by no means inevitable, and which few if any had expected.tit," 30^.idly IIMJII*!.   A
